
Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church  

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 Holy Eucharist  

Sunday, March 15, 2026  

11:00am  

 

Welcome to Saint Mary’s! We are glad you are joining us today for either in person or online 
worship. If you’re new to the Episcopal Church, know that we follow an ancient and 
enduring pattern of worship called Liturgy, which is designed to give glory to God and draw 
people closer to God. We sing and pray together, and stand, sit and kneel at different times 
using our bodies, minds and voices as we worship in the Spirit. All of those directions are in 
this guide, which is drawn from the Book of Common Prayer you see in the pew racks in 
front of you. We have communion every Sunday (and sometimes more often!) and everyone 
is invited to the altar, regardless of membership or from what denomination they’ve come. If 
you haven’t been baptized, or aren’t sure you’re ready to receive communion, we invite you to 
come forward for a blessing and talk to a priest after the service about getting baptized.  For 
more information about Saint Mary’s, please see our website at  www.stmaryshighpoint.org or 
check out our Facebook Page. 
 
Voluntary 
 

Please stand at the sound of the bell. 
 

Hymn 493 O for a thousand tongues to sing 
 

The Word of God  
 

Penitential Order 
 

Opening Acclamation                  p. 351 
 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives our sins.  
People  His mercy endures for ever. 
  
The Decalogue 
 

Hear the commandments of God to his people: 
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. 
You shall have no other gods but me. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
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Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Honor your father and your mother. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not commit murder. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not commit adultery. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not steal. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not be a false witness. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.  
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 

Confession of Sin               pg. 360 
 

The Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.    
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Kyrie Eleison                  David Hurd 

 
The Collect of the Day         pg. 219 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which 
gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Be seated. The children may go to the Children’s Chapel at this time. 
 

The Lessons 

A reading from the First Book of Samuel            16:1-13 

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being 
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I 
have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, 
he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint 
for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to 
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 
He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to 
the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before 
the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his 
stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him 
pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah 
pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass 
before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the 
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sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes 
here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. 
The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 
anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David 
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 23     Dominus regit me 
 

Sung responsively between cantor and people  
  
      Cantor on the first half          People respond on the second half   

 
1 The LORD is my | shepherd; * 

I | shall not | be in want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green | pastures * 

and leads me be-| side still | waters. 
3 He re|vives my soul * 

and guides me along right pathways | for his | Name's sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I shall fear no | evil; * 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your | staff, they | comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who | trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is | running | over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my | life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD | for ever. 

 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians        5:8-14 

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the fruit 
of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the 
Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful 
even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 
for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Sleeper, awake! 
Rise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 645 The King of love my shepherd is 
 

The Gospel            John 9:1-41 

 Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works 
of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud 
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors 
and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit 
and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He 
kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He 
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam 
and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He 
said, “I do not know.” 
 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day 
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he 
had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 
Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But 
others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they 
said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, 
“He is a prophet.” 
 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was 
born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and 
that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who 
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this because 
they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be 
the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory 
to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. 
One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to 
you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not 
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they 
reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has 
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, 
“Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 
We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and 
obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a 
person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, 
“You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
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Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the 
Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said 
to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And 
he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see 
may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and 
said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would 
not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon            The Rev’d Robert P. Travis 
 

The Nicene Creed                        p. 358 
 

All stand as able. 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
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who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 
 

For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray 
to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the world, especially for Ukraine and the Middle East, for the welfare of the holy 
Church of God, for The Anglican Church of Kenya, our companion dioceses of Botswana and Costa 
Rica, most especially Santa Maria Siquierres, St. Lukes, Church of the Epiphany, Eden, Galloway 
Memorial Church, Elkin, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, for all those 
on our parish prayer list, especially Suzanne, Belen, the family of Robert, Brenda, Ben and Meredith and 
family, Diane, Stephanie, Angel, Mike, Judy, Deb, and all those on the Daughters of the King prayer list,  
let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and 
for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
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That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

In the communion of the Ever Blessed Virgin Mary and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and 
one another, and all our life, to Christ our God.  
To you, O Lord our God. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

The Peace                              p. 360 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

Offertory Anthem                     arr. William Dawson 
There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul. 
Sometimes I feel discouraged and think my work’s in vain; and then the Holy Spirit revives my soul 
again. There is a balm… 
If you cannot preach like Peter, if you cannot pray like Paul, you can tell the love of Jesus and say he died 
for all. There is a balm… 
 

The Great Thanksgiving                                p. 367 

 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth.  You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for 
the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and 
Sacraments,  they may come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those who love you.  
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Sanctus & Benedictus               David Hurd 

 
 
The Celebrant continues  
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into 
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 
of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world.  
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 

Celebrant and People 

 
 

The Celebrant continues  
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  Sanctify them by your Holy 
Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in 
unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom.   
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.  
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
People and Celebrant                     p. 364 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread        
 

Agnus Dei                      David Hurd 

 

 
 

The Celebrant says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Music at the Communion  
Hymn 339 Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness 

 

Sending Out Prayer 
 

Celebrant and People 
As the people of Saint Mary’s, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. We who are many are one 
body, because we all share one bread one cup. Amen. 
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Post-Communion Prayer                          p. 366 
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Solemn Prayer over the People 
 

Celebrant:  Bow down before the Lord. 
Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people who kneel before you; and grant that those whom you have 
nourished by your Word and Sacraments may bring forth fruit worthy of repentance; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Dismissal                             p. 366 
 

 Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn 490 I want to walk as a child of the light 
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Participants in the Liturgy 
 

Celebrant 
The Rev’d Louis Patrick Mua 

 
Preacher 

The Rev’d Robert P. Travis 
 

Lector 
Jason Johnson 

 
Verger 

Kathy Conrad 
 

Chalicers 
Jim Gane, Jean Almos 

 
Acolytes 

Henry Simcox, Kellen Rose, Haven Rose 
 

Pianist/Choirmaster 
Christopher Brayne 

 
Virtual Verger 
Paula Cash 
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Keeping in Prayer this Week: We pray for those whose needs are closely linked with ours and for 
those who suffer from any sickness, grief or distress, also remembering and praying for those on our 
parish prayer list, including Helen Congdon, Linda Nitz, Emily Finch Johnson, Anne Miressi, Trish, 
Thea Oglesby, Steve, Jerri Phillips, Elizabeth White, Richard Glover, Rick and Margaret Lewis, Frankie 
Gurganus, Nancy Jenkins, Kathy, Diane Kearns, Joan Cardwell, Bill Fenn, Cheryl Warren, Debbie 
Ewing, Barry, Pat Hayes, Clara Blythe, Susan Hayne, Sam Hawley, Robert Eamon Kelly, David Stewart, 
Jane Gill-Shaler, Denni Mikola, Shirley, Greg Denison, Ray, Hannah, Linda Focarelli, Carter, Tom 
Peterson, Loyd, Mike Hennen, Connie Strader, Em, Kim Williams and family, Land Hurley, Erin 
McDonough, Gary King, Betty Jean and Les Ipock, Kim Susnik, Kim, Carlin, Jess, Claire, Katharyn 
Ernst, Laura Covington Marsh, Suzanne Swadener, Belen Perez, the family of Robert Swab, Brenda B, 
Ben and Meredith Jenkins and family, Diane Rankin, Stephanie Gardner-Cole, Angel Berdiales, Mike 
Cook, Judy Jarrell, James Pardue, Laura Simcox, Jack, Joe P., Deb Bingham. 
 
About St Mary’s Prayer List: St Mary’s maintains a published prayer list, which is added to the service 
leaflet and to the e-news each week.  To add someone, please secure permission to use either the first 
and/or last names from the person to be added, and then contact Denise Story at 336.884-4730 or by 
email at admin@stmaryshighpoint.org.  Denise needs your name and contact information so we can get 
pastoral updates periodically. Individuals will be updated at the end of the month unless the request is 
renewed, which you are welcome to do at any time. 
 

Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church 
108 West Farriss Avenue 

High Point, North Carolina 27262 
336.886.4756 

www.stmaryshighpoint.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


