
Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church 
   The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost: 

Holy Eucharist 
Sunday, August 24, 2025 

11:00am 

 

Welcome to Saint Mary’s! We are glad you are joining us today for either in person or online 
worship. If you’re new to the Episcopal Church, know that we follow an ancient and 
enduring pattern of worship called Liturgy, which is designed to give glory to God and draw 
people closer to God. We sing and pray together, and stand, sit and kneel at different times 
using our bodies, minds and voices as we worship in the Spirit. All of those directions are in 
this guide, which is drawn from the Book of Common Prayer you see in the pew racks in 
front of you. We have communion every Sunday (and sometimes more often!) and everyone 
is invited to the altar, regardless of membership or from what denomination they’ve come. If 
you haven’t been baptized, or aren’t sure you’re ready to receive communion, we invite you to 
come forward for a blessing and talk to a priest after the service about getting baptized.  For 
more information about Saint Mary’s, please see our website at  www.stmaryshighpoint.org or 
check out our Facebook Page. 
 
The liturgy begins on page 355 in The Book of Common Prayer. 
 
Voluntary Impromptu in A-flat, Op. 142 Franz Schubert 

 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
The Word of God    
 
All stand, as able. 
 
Hymn 493 O for a thousand tongues to sing 

The Celebrant says 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People       And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Gloria in excelsis Deo Robert Powell 

 
 

The Collect of the Day                                           p. 226 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit, may 
show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Children depart for Children’s Chapel. 
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The Lessons All are seated. 
 
A reading from the Book of Jeremiah                                     1:4-10 
 

The word of the Lord came to me saying, 
 

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
and before you were born I consecrated you; 
I appointed you a prophet to the nations." 
 

Then I said, "Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy." But the Lord said 
to me, 
 

"Do not say, 'I am only a boy'; 
for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 
and you shall speak whatever I command you, 
Do not be afraid of them, 
for I am with you to deliver you, 
 

says the Lord." 
 

Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, 
 

"Now I have put my words in your mouth. 
See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, 
to pluck up and to pull down, 
to destroy and to overthrow, 
to build and to plant." 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 71:1-6    In te, Domine, speravi                      

 
1 In you, O LORD, have I | taken | refuge; * 

let me | never | be a-|shamed. 
2 In your righteousness, deliver me and | set me | free; * 

incline your | ear to • me | änd | save me. 
 
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to | keep me | safe; * 

you are my | cräg | and my | stronghold. 
4 Deliver me, my God, from the | hand of • the | wicked, * 

from the clutches of the | evil•doer | and the • op-|pressor. 
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5 For you are my hope, O | Lörd | GOD, * 
my | confidence • since | I was | young. 

6 I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; 
   from my mother's womb you have | been my | strength; * 

my | praise • shall be | always • of | you. 
 

A  Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Hebrews                      12:18-29 
 

You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and 
a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that not 
another word be spoken to them. (For they could not endure the order that was given, "If even an 
animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death." Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that 
Moses said, "I tremble with fear.") But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of 
the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the 
righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood 
that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 
 

See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape when they refused the 
one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the one who warns from 
heaven! At that time his voice shook the earth; but now he has promised, "Yet once more I will 
shake not only the earth but also the heaven." This phrase, "Yet once more," indicates the removal 
of what is shaken-- that is, created things-- so that what cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, 
since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer to 
God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe; for indeed our God is a consuming fire. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People           Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
 

Hymn 623 O what their joy and their glory must be  
 

The Gospel                                                                                   Luke 13:10-17 
 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People             Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Now Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And just then there appeared a 
woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite 
unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, "Woman, you are set 
free from your ailment." When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and 
began praising God. But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the 
sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, "There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on 
those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day." But the Lord answered him and said, "You 
hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and 
lead it away to give it water? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan 
bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?" When he said 
this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful 
things that he was doing. 
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Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon         All are seated.                          The Rev’d Foster Mays 
 

All stand and say together 

The Nicene Creed  p. 358 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for 
our salvation he came down  from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius  Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the  Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively. 
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world especially peaceful resolution to wars in Ukraine, Israel, 
the Sudans, and Palestine, and all ongoing conflicts around the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; especially Eamon, David, Jane, Denni, Shirley, 
Greg, Ray, Robert, Michelle, Hannah, and all those on our Parish Prayer List and all those on the 
Daughters of the King Prayer List. 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; especially Church of the Province of South East Asia, 
Emmanuel, Chapel of the Transfiguration, Southern Pines, and our companion dioceses of Botswana 
and Costa Rica, most especially Santa Maria Siquierres. 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
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For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, and Sam and Jennifer, our Bishops; and for all bishops and other 
ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own petitions. 
 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own thanksgivings. 
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own petitions. 
 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Leader and People 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Standing, the Celebrant says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you  in eternal life. Amen. 
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The Peace All stand. p. 360 
 

Celebrant       The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People         And also with you. 
 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

The Holy Communion 
 

Offertory     Guiseppe Pitoni 
Cantate Domino canticum novum;  
     Sing to the Lord a new song; 
Laus ejus in ecclesia sanctorum.  
     Sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful. 
Laetetur Israel in eo, qui fecit eum,  
     Let Israel rejoice in his Maker, 
Et filii Sion exsultent in rege suo.  
     And the children of Zion be joyful in their King. ~ Psalm 149 
 
Scan this QR code with your smart phone to give or to make a  pledge 
payment. We appreciate your support of St. Mary’s and  our parish’s 
ministries which serve our community and beyond. 
 
 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving  
 
Eucharistic Prayer A All stand p. 361 
 

 
 

The Celebrant continues. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth; 
 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Celebrant and People Richard Proulx 

 
 

 
 
The Celebrant continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into 
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 
of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 
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The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

 
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   
  
All   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread        p. 364 
 
Fraction Anthem Richard Proulx 

 
 

The Celebrant says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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Hymns at the Communion 
From miles around the sick ones came 

 

 
 
Lord, speak to me 
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Sending Out Prayer 
 

Celebrant and People 
As the people of Saint Mary’s, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. We who are many are one 
body, because we all share one bread one cup. Amen. 
 
After Communion, all kneel as able and the Celebrant says      

Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant blesses the people and then they are dismissed, responding 
 

People Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn 523  Glorious things of thee are spoken 
 
Voluntary    Impromptu in E-flat, Op. 90 Franz Schubert 
 
Altar flowers: The flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Hugh Bennett by his 
wife Harriet. 
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Participants in the Liturgy 
 

Celebrant 
The Rev’d R. Carroll Travis 

 

Preacher 
The Rev’d Foster Mays 

 

Deacon 
The Rev’d Louis-Patrick Mua 

 

Lector 
Jean Almos 

 

Verger 
Kathy Conrad 

 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Jim Gane, Jorie Doster 

 

Acolytes 
Ford Ramsay, Whit Ramsay 

 

Tenor Soloist 
Cutter Burnett 

 
Organist & Choirmaster 

Charles Hogan 
 

Virtual Verger 
Paula Cash 
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Vestry 2025 

Herb Goins – Senior Warden      Tim Yates – Junior Warden 
Jason Johnson        Steve Bingham 
Candice Greig        Hodge Cole 
Will Moore    Lenora Sparks 
Patrick Simcox   Mark Penley 
Ellen Walsh    Amanda Gane 
Nancy Amos - Clerk 

 
Keeping in Prayer this Week: We pray for those whose needs are closely linked with ours and for 
those who suffer from any sickness, grief or distress, also remembering and praying for those on our 
parish prayer list, including Helen Congdon, Linda Nitz, Emily Finch Johnson, Anne Miressi, Trish, 
Thea Oglesby, Steve, Jerri Phillips, Elizabeth White, Richard Glover, Rick and Margaret Lewis, Frankie 
Gurganus, Nancy Jenkins, Kathy, Diane Kearns, Joan Cardwell, Bill Fenn, Cheryl Warren, Debbie 
Ewing, Barry, Pat Hayes, Clara Blythe, Susan Hayne, Sam Hawley, Robert Eamon Kelly, David Stewart, 
Jane Gill-Shaler, Denni Mikola, Shirley, Greg Denison, Ray, Robert Taylor, Michelle Maynard, Hannah, 
Linda Focarelli, Carter, Tom Peterson, Loyd, Mike Hennen, Connie Strader, Em, Kim Williams and 
family, Jennifer Boggs, Land Hurley, Erin McDonough, Gary King, Betty Jean and Les Ipock, Kim 
Susnik, Bo Warren, Tonya Yates, Kim, Carlin, Jess, Claire, Vinny Derochers, Katharyn Ernst, Laura 
Covington Marsh, Suzanne Swadener, Belen Perez. 
 
About St Mary’s Prayer List: St Mary’s maintains a published prayer list, which is added to the service 
leaflet and to the e-news each week.  To add someone, please secure permission to use either the first 
and/or last names from the person to be added, and then contact Denise Story at 336.884-4730 or by 
email at admin@stmaryshighpoint.org.  Denise needs your name and contact information so we can get 
pastoral updates periodically. Individuals will be updated at the end of the month unless the request is 
renewed, which you are welcome to do at any time. 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church 
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