
Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church  

The Third Sunday of Advent  

 Holy Eucharist with Rites of Confirmation & Reception 

Sunday, December 17, 2023 

   11:00am 

Welcome to Saint Mary’s! We are glad you are joining us today for either in person or online worship. 
Today we welcome The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson who will be celebrating and preaching this 
morning. If you’re new to the Episcopal Church, know that we follow an ancient and enduring pattern of 
worship called Liturgy, which is designed to give glory to God and draw people closer to God. We sing and 
pray together, and stand, sit and kneel at different times using our bodies, minds and voices as we worship 
in the Spirit. All of those directions are in this guide, which is drawn from the Book of Common Prayer you 
see in the pew racks in front of you. We have communion every Sunday (and sometimes more often!) and 
everyone is invited to the altar, regardless of membership or from what denomination they’ve come. If you 
haven’t been baptized, or aren’t sure you’re ready to receive communion, we invite you to come forward for 
a blessing and talk to a priest after the service about getting baptized.  For more information about Saint 
Mary’s, please see our website at  www.stmaryshighpoint.org or check out our Facebook Page. 
 
The liturgy begins on page 355 in The Book of Common Prayer. 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 
Voluntary     Magnificat from Organbook II Ned Rorem 
 
Please stand at the sound of the bell. 
 

Hymn 56 

 
O come, thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, free them from Satan’s tyrrany 
That trust thy mighty pow’r to save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
The choir then sings the Introit. Tone IV & Tomás Luis de Victoria 

Rejoice in the Lord always; and again, I will say rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. Do not worry 
about anything, but in prayer and supplication let your requests be made known to God. 

 
O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
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The Word of God 
 
Penitential Order 
 

Opening Acclamation  
 p. 351 
The Bishop says  
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People        And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
  
The Bishop continues  

There is one Body and one Spirit;  
People  There is one hope in God's call to us;  
Bishop  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;  
People  One God and Father of all.  
  
Confession of Sin  
 

The Celebrant says 
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor 
as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.”  ~ Mark 12:29-31 
 

The Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.      
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Trisagion Alexander Archangelsky 

 
 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let 
your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

because the LORD has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

and release to the prisoners; 
to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort all who mourn; 

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many generations. 

For I the LORD love justice, 
I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
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I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
and their offspring among the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge 
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 126 

 
1 When the LORD restored the | fortunes • of | Zion, * 

then were | we like | those who | dream. 
2 Then was our mouth | filled with | laughter, * 

and our | tongue with | shouts of | joy. 
 
3 Then they said a-|mong the | nations, * 

"The | LORD has | done great | things for them." 
4 The LORD has done great | things for | us, * 

and | we are | glad in-|deed. 
Second half of the chant 

5 Restore our | fortunes, • O | LORD, * 
like the | water•courses | of the | Negev. 

 
6 Those who | sowed with | tears * 

will | reap with | songs of | joy. 
7 Those who go out weeping, | carrying • the | seed, * 

will come again with joy, | shoulder-|ing their | sheaves. 
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1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 
abstain from every form of evil. 
 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn 76 At Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
 

The Gospel  John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are 
you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent 
from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 
prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who 
is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan 
where John was baptizing. 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson 
 

Confirmation & Reception 
 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 
 

The Bishop says 
The Candidates will now be presented. 
Presenters I present these persons for Confirmation. 
  Lauren Hutchens Kratovil 
  Charles Lee Cain 
  Katie Suzanne Call Rose 
  William Rufus Yates 
  Nancy Smith Yates 
  James Michael Boggs 
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Presenters I present these persons to be received into this Communion. 
  Ann Marie Archibald Cain 
  Lynn Isabell Ingram Boggs 
 
Presenters I present these persons who desire to reaffirm their baptismal vows. 
  Morgan Scott Kratovil 
  Mary Christina Hayes 
  Nathan Richard Rose 
 
The Bishop asks the candidates 
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 
Candidate I do. 
 
Bishop   Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
Candidate  I do, and with God's grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 
 
After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses the congregation, saying 
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ? 
People  We will. 
 
The Bishop then says these or similar words 
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 
 
The Baptismal Covenant 
 

Bishop      Do you believe in God the Father? 
People       I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Bishop      Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People       I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Bishop       Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People        I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
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Bishop      Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers ? 
People       I will, with God’s help. 
 

Bishop     Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
People      I will, with God’s help. 
 

Bishop      Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People       I will, with God’s help. 
 

Bishop      Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People       I will, with God’s help. 
 

Bishop      Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 
People       I will, with God’s help. 
 
Prayers for the Candidates 
 

The Bishop then says these or similar words 
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 
 
Leader      Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People    Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader      Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People    Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader      Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People    Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader      Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People    Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader      Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People    Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader      Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People    Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader      Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People    Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

The Bishop says 
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his resurrection 
and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Then the Bishop says 
Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have overcome sin and 
brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service.  Renew in these 
your servants the covenant you have made with them at their Baptism.  Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to 
perform the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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For Confirmation 
The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says 

Strengthen, O Lord, your servant Lauren, Charles, Katie, William, Nancy, James, with your Holy Spirit; empower 
them for your service; and sustain them all the days of their life. Amen. 

 

For Reception 
Ann, Lynn, we recognize you as a member of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church, and we receive you into 
the fellowship of this Communion.  God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you.  Amen. 

 

For Reaffirmation 
Morgan, Mary, Nathan, may the Holy Spirit, who has begun a good work in you, direct and uphold you in the 
service of Christ and his kingdom.  Amen. 

 

The Bishop concludes with this prayer 
Almighty and everlasting God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; let your Holy Spirit ever be with 
them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with 
you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Peace                p. 360 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

Anthem at the Offertory Orlando Gibbons 
This is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? And he 
confessed and denied not, and said plainly, I am not the Christ. And they asked him, What art thou then? Art thou Elias? 
And he said, I am not. Art thou the prophet? And he answered, No. Then said they unto him, What art thou? that we may 
give an answer unto them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? And he said, I am the voice of him that crieth in the 
wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving p. 367 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth.  Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting 
life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to 
behold his appearing.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 



9 
 

Sanctus & Benedictus Healey Willan 
 

 
 
The Celebrant continues 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of 
Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In 
him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People 
We remember his death. 
We proclaim his resurrection. 
We await his coming in glory. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread 
and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ 
and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author 
of our salvation. 
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By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
forever. Amen  
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant p. 364 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread       
 

Agnus Dei Healey Willan 

  
 
The Celebrant says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
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Hymns at the Communion 
75 There’s a voice in the wilderness crying 
64 O heavenly Word, eternal Light 
53 Once he came in blessing 

 

Post Communion Prayer p. 365 
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

The Bishop blesses the people, first saying 
   Our help is in the Name of the Lord; 
People  The maker of heaven and earth. 
    
Bishop  Blessed be the Name of the Lord; 
People  From this time forth for evermore. 
    
Bishop  The blessing, mercy, and grace of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you,
  and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

Dismissal p. 366 
 

Minister Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn 437 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
 
Voluntary     Magnificat primi toni Dietrich Buxtehude 

  
Altar flowers: The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Dr. Harold Andrews. 
 
Scan this QR code with your smart phone to give or to make a  pledge payment. We 
appreciate your support of St. Mary’s and  our parish’s ministries which serve our 
community and beyond. 
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Participants in the Liturgy  
Celebrant &Preacher  The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson  
Assisting Clergy   The Rev’d Robert P. Travis, The Rev’d Foster Mays 

Lector    Jean Almos 

Verger     Kathy Conrad, Robert Taylor 
Eucharistic Ministers  Jorie Doster, Alicia Archibald 
Acolytes    Aaron Sparks, Jonathan Richardson, Ford Ramsay 

Organist & Choirmaster   Charles Hogan  
Video & audio engineering  Robin Hardman  
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Evie Cottam        Sally Bulla 
Emily Fisher        Laura Simcox 
Steve Bingham   Hodge Cole 
Herb Goins    Candice Greig 

 
 
Keeping in Prayer this Week: We pray for those whose needs are closely linked with ours and for those who suffer 
from any sickness, grief or distress, also remembering and praying for those on our parish prayer list, including Helen 
Congdon, Linda Nitz, Mary Gordon, Rick Manning, Emily Finch Johnson, Anne Miressi, Trish, Thea Oglesby, Steve, Jerri 
Phillips, Elizabeth White, Richard Glover, Rick Lewis, Frankie Gurganus, Nancy Jenkins, Kathy, Diane Kearns, Joan 
Cardwell, Bill Fenn, Cheryl Warren, Debbie Ewing, Barry, Helen Idol, Michelle Pearl, Jo Stilley, Pat Hayes, Gloria, Marty 
Voight, Terry Strader, Clara Blythe, Susan Hayne, Sam Hawley, Beverly Sagneri, Robert Eamon Kelly, Janne Bulla Senn 
and family, David Stewart, Dick Shaler, Jane Gill-Shaler. 
 
About St Mary’s Prayer List: St Mary’s maintains a published prayer list, which is added to the service leaflet and to 
the e-news each week.  To add someone, please secure permission to use either the first and/or last names from the 
person to be added, and then contact Denise Story at 336.886.4756 or by email at admin@stmarysepisc.org.  Denise 
needs your name and contact information so we can get pastoral updates periodically. Individuals will be updated at 
the end of the month unless the request is renewed, which you are welcome to do at any time. 
 

Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church 
108 West Farriss Avenue 

High Point, North Carolina 27262 
336.886.4756 

www.stmaryshighpoint.org 


