Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church
The First Sunday of Christmas
Holy Eucharist
Sunday, December 26, 2021
10:00am

Welcome to Saint Mary’s! We are glad you are joining us today for either in person or
online worship. For more information about Saint Mary’s, please see our website at
www.stmaryshighpoint.org or check out our Facebook Page.
The liturgy begins on page 355 in The Book of Common Prayer.

Voluntary

Noël from Esquisses Byzantines

Henri Mulet

The Word of God
All stand and sing

Hymn 93

Angels, from the realms of glory

The Celebrant says

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
The Celebrant continues
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis Deo

William Mathias, S-278

z

2

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant

People
Celebrant

p. 236

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light,
enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Children depart for Children’s Chapel.

The Lessons

All are seated.

A reading from the book of Isaiah

61:10-62:3

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.
For Zion's sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will give.
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
Reader

People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 147

Laudate Dominum

All sing the refrain.

The Choir sings
13 Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; *
praise your God, O Zion;
14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; *
he has blessed your children within you.
15 He has established peace on your borders; *
he satisfies you with the finest wheat.
16 He sends out his command to the earth, *
and his word runs very swiftly.
17 He gives snow like wool; *
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.
18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; *
who can stand against his cold?
19 He sends forth his word and melts them; *
he blows with his wind, and the waters flow.
20 He declares his word to Jacob, *
his statutes and his judgments to Israel.
21 He has not done so to any other nation; *
to them he has not revealed his judgments.
Hallelujah!
All sing the refrain.

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians

3:23-25; 4:4-7

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be
revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by
faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian.
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law,
in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.
And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba!
Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.
Reader

People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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All stand and sing.
Alleluia

A Cantor sings the verse and then all repeat the Alleluia.
V. All the ends of the world have seen the salvation of our God.

The Gospel
Gospeller

People

John 1:1-18
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.
He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him,
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom
I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") From his fullness
we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the
Father's heart, who has made him known.
Gospeller

People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

All are seated.

The Rev’d Gus Chrysson

All stand and say together
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The Nicene Creed

p. 358

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for
our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your
love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor
one another and serve the common good.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the
service of others and to your honor and glory.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love
one another as he loves us.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; especially Thea, Neal, Ann, Nina, Ginger,
Jeannette, Maureen, Rob, Anita, give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of
your salvation.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
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We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that
we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Silence
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
Celebrant
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the
prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin

p. 360

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name. Amen.
Standing, the Celebrant says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant

People

All stand.

p. 360

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Holy Communion
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Offertory

Melody from Piæ Cantiones, 1582, arr. David Willcocks

Of the Father’s heart begotten,
Ere the world from chaos rose,
He is Alpha: from that Fountain
All that is and hath been flows;
He is Omega, of all things
Yet to come the mystic Close,
Evermore and evermore

O how blest that wondrous birthday,
When the maid the curse retrieved,
Brought to birth mankind’s salvation,
By the Holy Ghost conceived;
And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer,
In her loving arms received,
Evermore and evermore.

This is he, whom seer and sybil
Sang in ages long gone by;
This is he of old revealed
In the page of prophecy;
Lo! he comes, the promised Savior;
Let the world his praises cry!
Evermore and evermore.

Sing, ye heights of heaven, his praises;
Angels and Archangels sing!
Wheresoever ye be, ye faithful,
Let the joyous anthems ring,
Every tongue his name confessing,
Countless voices answering,
Evermore and evermore.

~ Aurelius Prudentius
tr. Roby Furley Davis

Scan this QR code with your smart phone to give or to make a
pledge payment. We appreciate your support of St. Mary’s and
our parish’s ministries which serve our community and beyond.

The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer B

p. 361

The Celebrant continues
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth;
The Celebrant prays the appointed Proper Preface.
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven,
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus & Benedictus qui venit

William Mathias, S-128

The people kneel as able.
Then the Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation;
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us
worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
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Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country
where, with the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the
Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. .

Celebrant

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

All

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Christ our Passover

p. 364
David Hurd, S-154
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The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

An Act of Spiritual Communion (for those watching from home)
Lord Christ, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot now
receive you sacramentally, I beseech you to at least come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself
with you and embrace you with all my being. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in
this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.

Hymn 90

It came upon the midnight clear

After Communion, all stand and the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Hymn 99

Go tell it on the mountain

The Celebrant blesses the people and then they are dismissed, responding

People

Thanks be to God.

Voluntary Paean on Divinium mysterium

John Cook

Altar flowers: The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Pauline and
Billy Siceloff, Helen Marie Siceloff, Jack and Helen Douglas, and Frances Douglas by Paul Siceloff.
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Participants in the Liturgy
Preacher & Celebrant
The Rev’d Gus Chrysson
Lector
Kerr Ramsay
Verger
Kathy Conrad
Organist & Choirmaster
Charles Hogan
Video & audio engineering
Robin Hardman
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Keeping in Prayer this Week: We pray for those whose needs are closely linked with ours and for

those who suffer from any sickness, grief or distress, also remembering and praying for those on our
parish prayer list, including: Helen Congdon, Linda Nitz, Haley & Michael Walsh, Mary Gordon, Christi
White, Tom Capraro, Rick Manning, Tom & Wendy Needham, Sarah Owen, Gloria Morris, Eamon
Kelly, Emily Finch Johnson, Jeff Chrysson, Ashita Mauser, Mason Perry, Agnes Paseda, Anne Miressi,
Ava Dalton, Lenny Matthieu, Barbara Lassiter, Bill Fenn, Llewjean White, Trish, Stacey, Steve, Bill,
Laura Marsh, Jerri Phillips, Elizabeth White, Anne Davis, Thea Oglesby, Neal Campbell, Ann Wyche,
Nina Burris Baker, Ginger, Jeannette, Maureen Desrochers, Rob Brock, Anita Radke.

About St Mary’s Prayer List: St Mary’s maintains a published prayer list, which is added to the service
leaflet and to the e-news each week. To add someone, please secure permission to use either the first
and/or last names from the person to be added, and then contact Denise Story at 336.886.4756 or by
email at admin@stmarysepisc.org. Denise needs your name and contact information so we can get
pastoral updates periodically. Individuals will remain on our prayer list for three months unless the
request is renewed, which you are welcome to do at any time.

Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church
108 West Farriss Avenue
High Point, North Carolina 27262
336.886.4756
www.stmaryshighpoint.org
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