
Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church  
The First Sunday of Advent  

 Holy Eucharist  
Sunday, November 28, 2021  

11:00am  

 
VOLUNTARY Savior of the nations, come   J.S. Bach 
 
Please stand at the sound of the bell. 
HYMN 56 stanzas 1 & 4 

 
 
The Choir sings the Introit.                             ~ Psalm 25 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; *  

let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *  

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.  
3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * and teach me your paths.   

 
 

 
 
THE WORD OF GOD  
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PENITENTIAL ORDER 

 
OPENING ACCLAMATION        p. 351 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  

Amen.  

 
CONFESSION OF SIN    

 
The Celebrant says 

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with 
all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other 
commandment greater than these.”   ~ Mark 12:29-31 

 
The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 
Silence may be kept. 

 
Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
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The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.      
 
KYRIE ELEISON                  John Merbecke 

 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of 
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in 
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge 
both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE LESSONS 
 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 
14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous 
Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In 
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by 
which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
  
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSE     Matins Responsory   
 adapt. from Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina 

I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole 
earth. 
Go ye out to meet him and say: 
Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel? 
High and low, rich and poor, one with another, 
Go ye out to meet him and say: 
Hear, O thou shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep, 
Tell us, art thou he that should come? 
Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come 
to reign over thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming and a cloud covering the whole 
earth. 
Go ye out to meet him and say: 
Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel? 

 
I Thessalonians 3:9-13 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God 
because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and 
restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 
  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And 
may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we 
abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be 
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
ALLELUIA  
 

 
 
A cantor sings the verse, then all repeat Alleluia. 
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I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, * 
    for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
    and to those who turn their hearts to him.                    ~ Psalm 85:8 
 
Luke 21:25-36 
Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

 according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear 
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 
28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they 
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I 
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like 
a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, 
praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to 
stand before the Son of Man.” 
  
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
THE SERMON            The Reverend Rob Travis 
 
THE NICENE CREED                  p. 358 
All stand. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
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eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
My brothers and sisters, may God strengthen our hearts in holiness. Trusting in God, let us 
pray, “O come, O come, Emmanuel; be our hope and our salvation.” 
 
God our hope, make us increase and abound in love for one another. Keep your Church on 
the paths of love and faithfulness. 
Silence 

O come, O come, Emmanuel; 
Be our hope and our salvation. 
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God our hope, usher in your reign of justice and righteousness. May all the world know your 
peace and safety. 
Silence 

O come, O come, Emmanuel; 
Be our hope and our salvation. 

God our hope, you place signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars. Give us the eyes to see, the 
wisdom to prepare, and the faith to trust in you. 
Silence 

O come, O come, Emmanuel; 
Be our hope and our salvation. 

God our hope, under your reign divisions are overcome, unity restored bring the people from 
every from city, village and town together in a spirit of love and respect. 
Silence 

O come, O come, Emmanuel; 
Be our hope and our salvation. 

God our hope, remember your compassion and love. Heal and restore the sick and the 
suffering, the anxious and the grieving, especially Anne Davis, Thea Oglesby, Neal Campbell, 

Ann Wyche, Nina Burris Baker, Ginger, Jeannette, Maureen Desrochers.. 
Silence 

O come, O come, Emmanuel; 
Be our hope and our salvation. 

God our hope, keep us blameless before you that we may meet the coming of our Lord Jesus 
with joy. May we, and all who have died rise to life immortal with all your saints. 
Silence 

O come, O come, Emmanuel; 
Be our hope and our salvation. 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 
THE PEACE                     p. 360 

 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
ANTHEM AT THE OFFERTORY               Charles Wood 
Never weather-beaten sail more willing bent to shore, 
Never tired pilgrim’s limbs affected slumber more, 
Than my wearied sprite now longs to fly out of my troubled breast. 
O come quickly, sweetest Lord, and take my soul to rest! 
 
Ever blooming are the joys of heaven’s high Paradise,  
Cold age deafs not there our ears nor vapor dims our eyes: 
Glory there the sun outshines; whose beams the blessed only see. 
O come quickly, glorious Lord, and raise my sprite to thee! 

                ~ Thomas Campion 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                 p. 367 
 

 
 
 
Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth.  Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, 
and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great 
triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.  Therefore 
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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SANCTUS & BENEDICTUS            John Merbecke, alt. 

 

 
 
The Celebrant continues 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us 
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into 
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, 
according to his command, O Father, 
 
Celebrant and People 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament 
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all 
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Ever-
Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 
author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
People and Celebrant                     p. 364 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD        
 
AGNUS DEI                      John Merbecke, alt. 
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The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 60           Creator of the stars of night 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER                 p. 366 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
HYMN 57 Lo, he comes with clouds descending 
 
BLESSING 
The Priest blesses the people, saying 

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your 
path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you, and remain with you always. Amen.  
 
DISMISSAL                    p. 366 
 Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
VOLUNTARY Sleepers, wake! a voice astounds us J.S. Bach 
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Altar flowers: The altar flowers are given to the glory of God in loving memory of Jim and 
Anne Bulla.  
  
Participants in the Liturgy  
Preacher & Celebrant   The Rev’d Rob Travis 
Lector    Laura Simcox  
Verger    Kathy Conrad  
Organist & Choirmaster  Charles Hogan  
Video & audio engineering  Robin Hardman  
 
 
 Acknowledgements  
Text for the liturgy from The Book of Common Prayer, New York: Church Publishing, 1979, 231, 355-365, 388-
389; Search committee prayer: Prayers for Pastor & People, Compiled and edited by Carl G. Carlozzi, New York: 
Church Publishing Incorporated, 1984, 139. Used with permission. The Bible text is from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. Originated in riteplanning.com, © 2020 Church Publishing Inc. 
All rights reserved. All music printed is in the public domain.    
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Keeping in Prayer this Week: We pray for those whose needs are closely linked with ours 
and for those who suffer from any sickness, grief or distress, also remembering and praying 
for those on our parish prayer list, including: Helen Congdon, Linda Nitz, Haley & Michael 
Walsh, Mary Gordon, Christi White, Tom Capraro, Rick Manning, Tom & Wendy 
Needham, Sarah Owen, Edna Landon, Gloria Morris, Eamon Kelly, Emily Finch Johnson, 
Jeff Chrysson, Ashita Mauser, Mason Perry, Agnes Paseda, Hope Raymond, Anne Miressi, 
Ava Dalton, Lenny Matthieu, Barbara Lassiter, Bill Fenn, Llewjean White, Trish, Stacey, 
Steve, Bill, Laura Marsh, Jerri Phillips, Elizabeth White, Vinney Desrochers, Anne Davis, 
Thea Oglesby, Neal Campbell, Ann Wyche, Nina Burris Baker, Ginger, Jeannette, Maureen 
Desrochers. 
 

 
About St Mary’s Prayer List: St Mary’s maintains a published prayer list, which is added to 
the service leaflet and to the e-news each week.  To add someone, please secure permission 
to use either the first and/or last names from the person to be added, and then contact 
Denise Story at 336.886.4756 or by email at admin@stmarysepisc.org.  Denise needs your 
name and contact information so we can get pastoral updates periodically. Individuals will 
remain on our prayer list for three months unless the request is renewed, which you are 
welcome to do at any time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church 
108 West Farriss Avenue 

High Point, North Carolina27262 
336.886.4756 

www.stmaryshighpoint.org 


