
Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church 
          The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Holy Eucharist 
Sunday, September 12, 2021 

11:00am 
 

 

 

 

Welcome to Saint Mary’s! We are glad you are joining us today for either in person or 
online worship. For more information about Saint Mary’s, please see our website at  
www.stmaryshighpoint.org or check out our Facebook Page. 
 
 
The liturgy begins on page 355 in The Book of Common Prayer. 
 
 
Voluntary         Variations on Nettleton Undine Smith Moore 
 
The Word of God    
 
All stand and sing 
 
 
Hymn 414  God, my King, thy might confessing  
 

The Celebrant says 

 

Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People       And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Gloria in excelsis Deo          Robert Powell, S-280 
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The Collect of the Day       p. 233 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in 
all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Children depart for Children’s Chapel. 

The Lessons All are seated. 
 
A reading from the book of Isaiah        50:4-9a 
 

The Lord GOD has given me 
the tongue of a teacher, 

that I may know how to sustain 
the weary with a word. 

Morning by morning he wakens-- 
wakens my ear 
to listen as those who are taught. 

The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
and I was not rebellious, 
I did not turn backward. 

I gave my back to those who struck me, 
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

I did not hide my face 
from insult and spitting. 

The Lord GOD helps me; 
therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, 
and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 
Let us stand up together. 

Who are my adversaries? 
Let them confront me. 

It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
who will declare me guilty? 

 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 116:1-8  Dilexi, quoniam   All sing the refrain. 

 
The Choir sings 

 

1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 

2 The cords of death entangled me; 
the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 
I came to grief and sorrow. 

3 Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: * 
"O Lord, I pray you, save my life." 

4 Gracious is the Lord and righteous; * 
our God is full of compassion. 

5 The Lord watches over the innocent; * 
I was brought very low, and he helped me. 

6 Turn again to your rest, O my soul, * 
for the Lord has treated you well. 

7 For you have rescued my life from death, * 
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling. 

8 I will walk in the presence of the Lord * 
in the land of the living. 

 

All sing the refrain. 
 

A Reading from the Letter of James                                                                     3:1-12 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will 
be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in 
speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of 
horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so large 
that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of 
the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. 

 
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our 
members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set 
on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been 
tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue-- a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With 
it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From 
the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a 
spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and 
sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People             Thanks be to God. 
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All stand and sing. 

Alleluia  

 
 

A Cantor sings the verse and then all repeat the Alleluia. 
V. He that will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me. 

 

The Gospel                                                                               Mark 8:27-38 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People             Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, 
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about 
him. 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by 
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all 
this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at 
his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not 
on divine things but on human things.” 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For 
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in 
return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.” 
 
Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

The Sermon All are seated.                        The Rev’d Canon Rhonda Lee 
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All stand and say together 

 

The Nicene Creed  p. 358 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for 
our salvation he came down  from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius  Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the  Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

The Prayers of the People 
 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 
 

For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray 
to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, for  the Anglican Church of 
Tanzania, our companion dioceses of Botswana and Costa Rica, St. Luke’s, Tarboro, St. Michael’s, 
Tarboro, Calvary Church, Wadesboro, and the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, for all those 
on our parish prayer list, especially Lenny Matthieu, Barbara Lassiter, H. Tomlin Wyche, Bill Fenn, 
Llewjean White, Trish, Stacey, Steve, Bill, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
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For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and 
for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

In the communion of the Ever Blessed Virgin Mary and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and 
one another, and all our life, to Christ our God.  
To thee, O Lord our God. 
 
Silence  
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 
Celebrant Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the 
prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Confession of Sin p. 360 
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,  word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your  will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 

 

Standing, the Priest says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you  in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace All stand. p. 360 

 
Celebrant           The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People            And also with you. 
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Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Holy Communion 
 
All are seated and the altar is prepared. 
 
Offertory                                                                                                   Thomas Ford 
Almighty God, who hast me brought in safety to the present day, keep me from sin in heart and thought, 
and teach me what to do and say.  Prosper me, Lord, in all my works, help me with thy continual grace; 
keep me from Satan vile that lurks to trap my soul in every place.  Almighty Lord and God of love, direct 
my heart and guide my ways; amend my thought, my mind remove from all that from thy glory strays. 
 

 

Scan this QR code with your smart phone to give or to make a 
pledge payment. We appreciate your support of St. Mary’s and  
our parish’s ministries which serve our community and beyond. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving  
 
Eucharistic Prayer A  All stand.                                 p. 361 

 
 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth; 
 

The Celebrant prays the appointed Proper Preface. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Sanctus & Benedictus qui venit       Eddie Bass 
 

 

 
 
The people kneel as able. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 
the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
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The Celebrant continues 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
 

 
 
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 
All   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen.  
 
The Breaking of the Bread        p. 364 
 
Agnus Dei   Sung by all, as indicated.            Eddie Bass 
 

 
 
 
The Celebrant says 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died  for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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An Act of Spiritual Communion (for those watching from home) 
 
Lord Christ, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, I beseech you to at least come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself 
with you and embrace you with all my being. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in 
this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 
 
Hymn 337  And now, O Father, mindful of the love 
 
After Communion, all stand and the Celebrant says      
 

Let us pray. 

 
Celebrant and People 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the         world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with         gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Hymn 675  Take up your cross, the Savior said 
 
The Celebrant blesses the people and then they are dismissed, responding 
 
People Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Voluntary  Tu es petra from Esquisses Byzantines             Henri Mulet  

You are the rock, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against you. 
 
Altar flowers: – The flowers on the Altar are given to the glory of God and in honor of the 
congregation of St. Mary’s. 
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      Participants in the Liturgy 

        
  Celebrant 

   The Reverend James Franklin  
 

 Preacher 
The Reverend Canon Rhonda Lee 

 
Lector 

Smedes Lindner 
 

Organist & Choirmaster 
Charles Hogan 

 
Video & audio engineering 

Robin Hardman 
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Keeping in Prayer this Week: We pray for those whose needs are closely linked with ours and for 
those who suffer from any sickness, grief or distress, also remembering and praying for those on our 
parish prayer list, including: Helen Congdon, Linda Nitz, Haley & Michael Walsh, Mary Gordon, Christi 
White, Tom Capraro, Rick Manning, Tom & Wendy Needham, Sarah Owen, Edna Landon, Gloria 
Morris, Eamon Kelly, Emily Finch Johnson, Jeff Chrysson, Ruth White, Ashita Mauser, Mason Perry, 
Agnes Paseda, Hope Raymond, Anne Miressi, Ava Dalton, Lenny Matthieu, Barbara Lassiter, H. Tomlin 
Wyche, Bill Fenn, Llewjean White, Trish, Stacey, Steve, Bill. 
 
 
About St Mary’s Prayer List: St Mary’s maintains a published prayer list, which is added to the service 
leaflet and to the e-news each week.  To add someone, please secure permission to use either the first 
and/or last names from the person to be added, and then contact Denise Story at 336.886.4756 or by 
email at admin@stmarysepisc.org.  Denise needs your name and contact information so we can get 
pastoral updates periodically. Individuals will remain on our prayer list for three months unless the 
request is renewed, which you are welcome to do at any time. 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church 
108 West Farriss Avenue 

High Point, North Carolina 27262 
336.886.4756 

www.stmaryshighpoint.org 


