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Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church 

The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Eucharist 
October 4, 2026 

9:00am 
Welcome to Saint Mary’s! We are glad you are joining us today for either in person or online worship. 
If you’re new to the Episcopal Church, know that we follow an ancient and enduring pattern of worship 
called Liturgy, which is designed to give glory to God and draw people closer to God. We sing and pray 
together, and stand, sit and kneel at different times using our bodies, minds and voices as we worship in 
the Spirit. All of those directions are in this guide, which is drawn from the Book of Common Prayer 
you see in the pew racks in front of you. We have communion every Sunday (and sometimes more 
often!) and everyone is invited to the altar, regardless of membership or from what denomination 
they’ve come. If you haven’t been baptized, or aren’t sure you’re ready to receive communion, we invite 
you to come forward for a blessing and talk to a priest after the service about getting baptized.  For 
more information about Saint Mary’s, please see our website at  www.stmaryshighpoint.org or check out 
our Facebook Page. 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

All stand and sing 
 

Hymn 448 O love, how deep, how broad, how high (v. 1,3,5) 
 

The Word of God  
 

Celebrant Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever, Amen. 
 
The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
People        And also with you. 
Celebrant   Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than we either 
desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 
afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation 
of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons  
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The Reading from the Book of Exodus        All are seated   20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20	
Then God spoke all these words: 
 

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall 
have no other gods before me. 
 

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 
 

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone 
who misuses his name. 
 

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your work. 
 

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is 
giving you. 
 

You shall not murder. 
 

You shall not commit adultery. 
 

You shall not steal. 
 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, 
or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain 
smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we 
will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for 
God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.” 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 19           Caeli enarrant       			Read responsively by whole verse. 
 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
and the firmament shows his handiwork. 

2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

3 Although they have no words or language, * 
and their voices are not heard, 

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
and their message to the ends of the world. 

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
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6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

7 The law of the LORD is perfect 
and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the LORD is sure 
and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

8 The statutes of the LORD are just 
and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the LORD is clear 
and gives light to the eyes. 

9 The fear of the LORD is clean 
and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the LORD are true 
and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. 

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 

12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 
cleanse me from my secret faults. 

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, 
and innocent of a great offense. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 

 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians 3:4b-14 
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member 
of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to 
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard 
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in 
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection 
and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection 
from the dead. 
 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, 
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this 
one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal 
for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
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Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia 

  
The Gospel  Matthew 21:33-46 
 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, 
dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When 
the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his 
slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and 
they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But 
when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his 
inheritance.’ So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, 
and it is amazing in our eyes’? 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the 
fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on 
whom it falls.” 
 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 
They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 
Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
People     Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Children’s Sermon   Amy Danielik 
 
The Sermon                                   All are seated                                  The Rev’d Louis-Patrick Mua 
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The Nicene Creed All stand and say together  p. 358 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power 
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. With the Father and the Son he 
is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People   
 

The Leader and People pray responsively. 
 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence. 
 
For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; for Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil; St. Timothy’s and La 
Iglesia de la Guadalupana, Wilson; and our companion dioceses of Botswana and Costa Rica, most especially Santa 
Maria Siquierres. 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, and Sam and Jennifer, our Bishops; Orlando and Metlha, Bishops of Costa Rica 
and Botswana, and for all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially Kim, Katharyn, Laura, Ben and Meredith and 
family, Mike, Jack, Joe, Deb, Grace, Dan, Earl, all those on our parish prayer list and all those on the Daughters of 
the King prayer list. 
 
Silence. 
 
The People may add their own petitions. 
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Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life:  
 

Silence. 
 
The People may add their own thanksgivings. 
 
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence. 
 
The People may add their own petitions. 
 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 
Leader and People 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect. 
 

The Peace All stand. 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 
The Holy Communion 
 

All are seated and the altar is prepared. 
 
The Offertory 
 

Hymn 518 Christ is made the sure foundation (v. 1,2,3) 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Enriching Our Worship Eucharistic Prayer 2     pg. 60                             
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Celebrant 
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life 
abundant. 
From before time you made ready the creation. 
Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: 
sun, moon, and stars; 
earth, winds, and waters; 
and every living thing. 
You made us in your image, 
and taught us to walk in your ways. 
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; 
and yet, as a mother cares for her children, 
you would not forget us. 
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. 
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that 
rings through eternity, 
lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 
 
Celebrant and People 
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The Celebrant continues 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. 
To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of 
your grace, 
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, 
that she might conceive and bear a son, 
Jesus the holy child of God. 
Living among us, Jesus loved us. 
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, 
healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. 
He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call 
to walk in love. 
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his 
life, and to be glorified by you. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon 
it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other 
vessel containing the wine to be consecrated. 
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On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. 
He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. 
Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, 
crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts 
of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of 
Christ. 
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the 
Body of Christ given for the world you have made. 
 
In the fullness of time bring us, with the Ever Blessed Virgin Mary and all 
your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at 
the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
to you be honor, glory, and praise, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The people stand or kneel. 
 
Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
All        Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
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us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 

 

The Celebrant says 
Holy things for Holy People. 
 
Hymn MHSO 48 Bread of life (v. 1,4) 
 
After Communion, all stand and the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and 
nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and 
Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we 
may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of 
Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 
The Celebrant blesses the people and then they are dismissed, responding 
People Thanks be to God.  
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Participants in the Liturgy 
 

Celebrant 
The Rev’d Robert P. Travis 

 
Preacher 

The Rev’d Louis-Patrick Mua 
 

Lector 
Chris Grimes 

 
Eucharistic Minister 

Candice Greig 
 

Musicians 
Angelita Berdiales, Evie Cottam, 

Revon Johnson, David Moore, Robert Taylor 
 

Video & audio engineering 
Shallon Jacques 
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Vestry 2026 
Amanda Gane – Senior Warden      Tim Yates – Junior Warden 
Jason Johnson        Alicia Archibald 
Julian Weston        Dale Strayhorn 
Will Moore    Lenora Sparks 
Patrick Simcox   Mark Penley 
Ellen Walsh    Kathy Conrad 
Mike Boggs – Clerk 

 
 
Keeping in Prayer this Week: We pray for those whose needs are closely linked with ours and for those who suffer 
from any sickness, grief or distress, also remembering and praying for those on our parish prayer list, including 
Helen Congdon, Linda Nitz, Emily Finch Johnson, Anne Miressi, Thea Oglesby, Steve, Elizabeth White, Richard 
Glover, Rick and Margaret Lewis, Betty Jean and Les Ipock, Kim Susnik, Katharyn Ernst, Laura Covington Marsh, 
Ben and Meredith Jenkins and family, Mike Cook, Jack, Joe P., Deb Bingham, Bob, Grace Reitzel, Dan Howe, Pat 
Hayes, Adam Golden, Shirley, Angel Connette, Rafael Perez, Monica, Trey, Amelia, Jennifer Boggs, Paul Failla, 
Curt Reese, John Marlin, Rose, Becky Smothers, Linda Garrison, Earl. 
 
About St Mary’s Prayer List: St Mary’s maintains a published prayer list, which is added to the service leaflet and to 
the e-news each week.  To add someone, please secure permission to use either the first and/or last names from the 
person to be added, and then contact Denise Story at 336.884-4730 or by email at admin@stmaryshighpoint.org.  
Denise needs your name and contact information so we can get pastoral updates periodically. Individuals will be 
updated at the end of the month unless the request is renewed, which you are welcome to do at any time. 
 

Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church 
108 West Farriss Avenue High Point, 

North Carolina 27262 
336.886.4756 

www.stmaryshighpoint.org 
 


